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An update from the Provincial Grand Master 
 

 

Dear Brethren All, 
 

I trust that this fourth edition of “Marking Time” our provincial newsletter finds you and your 

loved ones all well, likewise I hope that in the preceding editions you have found articles of    

interest and that this has gone someway to relieving the boredom of reduced social activities. 
 

No doubt ,by now you will have seen the joint statement from UGLE and Mark Masons’ Hall, that 

as of the 17th July the General Suspension of Masonic activity will be lifted. This is without doubt 

a major step toward, what will be “a new normal” which will I am afraid be with us for sometime. 

You will have seen in the statement the comments of the Grand Secretary, “Today’s                  

announcement is not a coercive move but is the first of many steps we must take if we are to 

move forward”,  this along with the closing paragraph of the statement, “Returning to our      

masonic labours won’t be easy nor will it happen overnight. This announcement marks the start of 

a long and probably difficult journey back to a new normality but with a common purpose at the 

heart of our intentions, we will succeed in rebuilding our Orders – ‘…we must not let the past  

dictate what we are, but we should let it shape what we will become…’  
 

It is clear from todays joint statement that there is much work to be done before meetings can 

resume, in the coming days further guidance on the resumption of meetings will be issued from 

Mark Masons’ Hall. Once this has been received, the role of myself and Provincial Executive will 

be to support the members and  their Lodges in progressing towards the resumption of meetings, 

to enable the process to commence, I feel that it would be appropriate should it be the wish of 

your members to hold  an online meeting with Lodge Secretaries, Directors of Ceremonies and         

Worshipful Masters, to discuss the guidance received and the next steps toward a safe resump-

tion of our meetings, this would ensure a common approach  from all Lodges and to address  any  

concerns and where possible to provide workable solutions. Should your members wish to make 

use of the option of an online discussion, please contact our Provincial Secretary via                  

PGSec.mmm.cornwall@gmail.com 
 

Whilst the resumption of our meetings is a next step, I am only to well aware that there are many 

among our members, who will not feel able to return to meetings at this stage. This may be due 

to age, a medical condition or due to the need to keep well to care for a loved one. We must en-

sure that these members are not left out, that they don’t become isolated and feel that their 

Lodge is moving along without them, a big part of the first phase must be to ensure that we in-

clude those unable to attend our meetings. I will be discussing this with members of the Provin-

cial Team in the coming days to ensure we have options in place to assist Lodges in supporting 

those members unable to return to meetings. 
 

Moving away from the resumption of meetings, to other news from our order, Secretaries will 

soon be receiving information from Mark Masons’ Hall on enhanced access to Keystone online for 

Lodge Secretaries and Scribes, once the guidance and information has been issued I am sure our 

Provincial Grand Secretary will be in touch with all Secretaries and Scribes to discuss the next 

steps. 
 

Many of you will be aware that our website is now being regularly updated by our Provincial    

Assistant Grand Secretary W.Bro. Trevor Conroy, along with support from Bro. Andy Robbins, both  

of whom I thank for  all their hard work, I urge you all to regularly check on the updates that are 

being added.  



“We have opened a Covid-19 fund and your donation will go to this fund and will 
be used equitably for staff on the fronts line.” 

Cornwall Mark Foundation  
 

In previous issues of Marking Time,  we have brought you information of the work of the Cornwall 

Mark Foundation in supporting Charities and good causes across he Province, this work is carried 

out largely following nominations from Lodge Charity Stewards. 

 

The support given to local groups by  the Cornwall Mark Foundation only succeeds with the             

Invaluable  support of the lodge Charity Steward and you the members. 

 

Below are just two of a number of thank you letters received from Groups and Charities that have 

been supported by the Cornwall Mark Foundation 

 

 
 

 



What to do in lockdown and to save on trips to the supermarket! W.Bro. John Thomas found the 
answer, start up his very own home brewery!  John has noted,  

A very good friend of mine up country put me onto a superb online brewing site called 
“Lovebrewing” . 
The beers you see are Kentish Bitter, Wills Olde English Ale, Dockers IPA and Captain Cooks IPA.in 
general these take about 4 weeks plus to brew and clear before drinking. 
Whilst waiting I’ve made many bottles of wine, Pino, Chardonnay, Shiraz and the faithful Savion 
Blanc. It seems I am perpetually making wine as my wife says it’s so good . 
 
The beer labels came about when I thought I like to toast absent friends with a difference so I 
searched online for free templates that I could make up and print off myself, so that’s what you see 
on the bottles. I’m sure there will be more to come.” 
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PGM’s Update 

Please read through this year’s          

Appointments and Promotions and send 

your congratulations where you can. This 

is especially important this year as we 

were unable to give our usual             

congratulations at the meeting scheduled 

for the Atlantic Hotel in May. 

Your Secretary will have recently received  

from our Provincial Grand Secretary 

guidance for Lodges who may wish to 

hold virtual business meetings, Lodges 

wishing to avail themselves of the    

opportunity to hold a virtual business 

meeting, should discuss this with our 

Provincial Grand Secretary who will be 

happy to advise on the necessary steps. 

 

Grand Lodge have also put in place   

protocols to allow Provinces to hold a 

virtual Provincial business meeting to 

enable the necessary elections etc to take 

place,  as you are aware it was initially 

the intention to hold a vastly  scaled 

down Provincial Meeting at Newquay on 

26th September. It has become clear that 

with the current Government guidance 

allowing a maximum of 30 to be present 

the meeting would not be a viable option.  

To facilitate the transaction of Provincial 

business  is  now my intention  in view of 

the present circumstances, to hold a         

virtual Provincial business meeting via 

Zoom on the 26th September. I have 

decided to take this step in order to 

safeguard our vulnerable brethren    

especially in view of a possible second 

wave. Details of the meeting will be 

circulated to you all in dues course 

 

For those among you who use Facebook,  

our Facebook page is a great medium to 

stay in touch and receive news from 

around the Province and further afield.  

If you have not yet taken a look  please 

search on Facebook for “Provincial Grand 

Lodge of Mark Master Masons of      

Cornwall” and please like and follow our 

Page. 

 

Kevin 

You should have received via your Lodge Secretary, notification of the online quiz hosted by our 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master Peter Johns, the quiz was held on Friday 3rd July giving members 
from all corners of the Province the chance to get together for a bit of light relief and a chat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why not join us for round two!! The details will be forwarded to your Lodge Secretary. 
 

Zoomed into a virtual Quiz 

Not Quite Wine at Nine!! 

‘In the 70’s it was well known that home 
brewing beer and wine making was the 
“in thing “ as any of us well remember. As 
we moved into the 80’s and we had more 
money available so we discarded the “kit” 
either into the attic, sold or dumped and 
preferred going to the pub for a beer or 
the restaurant with wine. 
 
Fast forward to March 2020 lockdown. 

After getting the garden sorted and     

having  painted everything that needed 

painting and having read the Mark and 

RAM ritual books front to back numerous 

times I pondered on what I could do with 

my time that also had an end product 

Hence I started brewing again 



Consecrated 19th February 1885 

Date of Warrant 18th February 1885 

Meets at Masonic Hall, Looe on the second Tuesday in January, March, May,  

September and Installation in November.  

 

Brief History 

St. Anne’s became the first Mark Lodge to be constituted in East Cornwall.  

There were 11 Founders, all but one from Devon Lodge, the lone local being Bro. Joseph Doney, from Lebanon Lodge No. 325, Fowey. 

 

On 7th June 1952, the Annual Provincial Grand Lodge meeting was held in Liskeard under the banner of St Anne’s.  There were several     

noteworthy entries in the Provincial history from this meeting, including that at the outset the then Provincial Grand Master, Colonel Edward 

Neynoe Willyams, asked the Brethren to stand in respect following the death of King George VI.  The Provincial Grand Master made mention 

that the Loyal Toast had to be changed to “Her Majesty the Queen”.   Also, on the matter of wearing gloves at Lodge meetings, gloves were 

not worn in Grand Lodge and would not be worn within this Province.   

 

The annual Provincial Grand lodge meetings was held under the banner of St Anne’s on two further occasions, in 1957 again in Liskeard and 

the last occasion in 1985 where the meeting was held in Looe Comprehensive School.  It was noted, during on 12th May 1990 at the         

Provincial meeting held in Camborne that one of the highlights of the past year was the Banner Ceremony for St Anne’s Lodge no. 351. 

 

The Lodge celebrated its Centenary on 30th April 1985, at which two Brethren were given their Grand Lodge Certificates by the Deputy    

Provincial Grand Master, W. Bro F Tonkin. These were Bros D.B. Hayter and Bro. J.B. Kitson, later to become Provincial Grand Master of the 

Craft in 2003. The Lodge also produced an Assistant Provincial Grand Master in the Craft, W.Bro. R.G. Alberry in 2012.  There have been 

twelve Grand Officers in the last fifty years, the latest being W.Bro. Alan G. Tomkinson in 2005. Not a bad record for any Lodge.  

 

Today the current subscribing membership is 20 of which 1 is a holder of Grand rank, 11 Provincial Officers and 8 Brothers.  3 of the        

members are under fifty, 4 in their sixties, 11 in their seventies, 1 in his eighties and 1 in his nineties.  75% of the members of St Anne’s 351 

are active in attendance. 

 

 

 

Worshipful Master 

W Bro Sean Kenny P.Prov.G.J.D. 

My name is Sean Anthony George Kenny and I am the current Worshipful Master of St Anne’s Lodge 

I am fortunate to have now been WM of St Anne’s Lodge for the third time, having been regularly advanced to the honourable degree on 9th 

January 2007 

I also have the honour of being the current Commander of St Anne’s Royal Ark Mariner Lodge No 351 and First Principal of Caradon Chapter 

No 8543 

Outside of Freemasonry my partner and I run a busy pub in Looe. Both he and I have been Masons for a number of years and it was he and 

what I’d like to call my Masonic father who enlightened me with regards to Freemasonry. 

My everyday life is slightly different to that of the average Freemason as I work for Cornwall Fire and Rescue service as a firefighter. 

Within that role I not only undertake the kind of things you would expect, such as responding to fires and road traffic collisions but also work 

with our communities and help deliver our Prince’s Trust Team programme which targets young people from 16-25 who are currently     

unemployed or not in education or training. This is incredibly rewarding work and I feel that my Masonic life not only gives me the skills that 

help me make a difference but also the desire. 

 

W Bro Derek Gregory P.Prov.G.S.W.(Dorset) 

I was brought up Masonic ally in Dorset and initiated in 1976 under the strict supervision of my proposer. I joined the Mark Degree in 1978 

and the Royal Ark Mariner Degree in 1980 where I was a candidate at a new R.A.M. lodge. 

Having enjoyed four active Provincial offices in Dorset I moved to Cornwall in 2003 

I looked forward to sitting on the ‘back benches’ watching and learning, but it did not turn out quite like that , having been coerced into  

doing half- forgotten ritual in both degrees it culminated in being proposed as the first Commander of the new Royal Ark Mariner Lodge -    

St Anne’s No 351 , consecrated November 2012, quite an unexpected honour 

I have always been taught ‘ if you don’t enjoy it don’t do it ‘ as I still do attend and take part in  the Mark and Royal Ark Mariner Degrees I 

therefore must enjoy them  

Spotlight on! 
St Anne’s Lodge No351 



Spotlight on! 
St Anne’s Lodge No351(continued) 

W Bro Cecil Du Valle P.Prov.G.J.W 

I was enjoying watching a shoot up with Sly Stallone, a fellow Philadelphian, when the phone rang and our secretary reminded me of the 

notice sent to us that we should write a blob about ourselves and the Mark lodge. So now I’m watching the Expendables and writing this 

piece of literature in support of my fellow friends who travel to Looe periodically to carry on the tradition that our forefathers established 

many years ago. I think that I am known for being long winded but hopefully not this time. 

I became a member of St Annes Mark in the 80’s just after I joined the Craft at St. Annes. Norman Pearn and Godfrey Gill brought me in. I 

miss them both a lot. I don’t know if the main reason was because I am such a wonderful person or because I can play the piano and organ. 

I’m sure it was the former. 

I’ve been thankful since and love every minute. Norman and Godfrey were my boating mates and I spent many a memorable journey with 

them both. Norman had designed and manufactured my boat so it was quite an honour to be associated with two lovely and respectable 

Looe gentleman. 

My journey has taken me to the chair of St Annes and Edward the Black Prince Mark Lodges and St Annes RAM. I’m a founder of Black Prince 

and St Annes Ram.  Rose Croix, St Annes Craft and Cornish Ashlar, where I am hoping to go into the chair, complete my outings through the 

year.  

My occupation has always been music connected either performing, composing or teaching. 6 years I studied in Bristol for a Master of Arts 

to become a Music Therapist. I’ve taught for the Philadelphia school system as well as 2 universities in New Jersey and have written a     

modern music curriculum for the state. Conducted a university orchestra, played and toured with artists from the sound of Philadelphia  

selling quite a few million lp’s, a few oldies groups including the Coasters and even Smokin Joe Fraser and the Knockouts. Ali hit me on the 

shoulder backstage and now I’m going on. I can see our Provincial grand Master looking at his watch from here. 

Anyway, I enjoy the Mark and hope we can all keep things going after these turbulent times. 

W Bro Alan G. Tomkinson PGJD 

My Masonic career began in 1974 When my father-in-law, W.Bro. Sydney Taylor proposed me into the Lodge of Brotherly Union No.8649 

which met at the Constitutional Club in St. James’s Street in what is now called the Metropolitan District of London. 

Soon afterwards, the property was purchased by the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons  and the Lodge moved, to meet in a nearby hotel 

until the conversion work was finished.  After which, we were invited back to meet at what was now, Mark Grand Lodge.  We were the first 

and, for a while, the only Craft Lodge meeting at Mark Grand Lodge. 

In 1977 I, my wife and five year old daughter moved to Looe in Cornwall but I continued to attend my lodge meetings in London.  I would 

catch the train at Looe Station to Liskeard Station where I boarded the “up” Cornish Riviera Express to Paddington Station.  I always bought a 

second class ticket but had lunch on the train so I spent the majority of the journey in first class.  From Paddington I caught the “down”   

stopping service back to Acton Main Line Station.  This service is now the Western section of the new Elizabeth line (Cross Rail).  Acton Main 

Line Station was only about fifteen minutes walk to my in-laws house where I stopped, usually, for two nights. 

In 1980 I was elected Master and was Installed into the chair by my father-in-law and, in 1981, while still Master, I joined St. Anne’s Lodge 

no.970 in Looe.  The next year, 1982, I was proposed by W.Bro. John Enever and seconded by W.Bro. Alan Lane and was Advanced into St. 

Anne’s Mark Lodge No.351. on the 12 of January 

The next meeting after I was Advanced, I was put outside the door to act as Tyler where I stayed until the Installation in November.  I was 

then appointed as Tyler.  In total, I spent nearly two full years outside the door before I saw a meeting again. 

In 1983 I was appointed both Steward and Charity Steward.  I retained the latter job while progressing through the Officers list until in 1991 I 

was elected Master.  

All went well during the Installation Meeting until I had been presented to the WM who said,” I won’t Install him”.  Shock, horror!  But, after 

a long pause, the WM requested my father-in-law be presented to him and surrendered his Gavel to him. 

 I was completely unaware that the PGM, R.W.Bro. Frank Tonkin, the Secretary, V.W.Bro. Tony Butters and the Master, W.Bro Rex Robinson 

had conspired to allow my father-in-law (V.W.Bro. in Mark) to Install me.  All the speeches I had prepared for the Festive Board were       

useless!   

In 1991, I also became a Founder Member of the Edward the Black Prince Lodge No.1680 then Meeting in Lostwithiel but now, Tywardreath, 

and was Exalted into Caradon HRA Chapter no.8543, having been proposed by W.Bro. James Kitson. 

In 1992 I was Elected Treasurer of St. Anne’s Mark and also joined the Cornish Installed Mark Masters’ Lodge No.1332, and was Proposed by 

W.Bro. George Tucker into St. Martin’s Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners No.379 

  in 1993 I was Appointed Secretary of St. Anne’s Mark. Which job I held, for the first time, until the year 2000. 

In 1995 I was appointed to Prov.G.J.D., and in 1999 to P.Prov.G.S.O. both by R.W.Bro. Frank Tonkin, P.G.M. Also in 1999, I joined Caradon 

Craft Lodge No. 8543 having been proposed by W.Bro. James Kitson.  

In late 1999 I received a rather bizarre telephone call from R.W.Bro. Tonkin while having dinner at home one Sunday evening.  He said, “If it 

were offered to you, would you be willing to accept the office of Provincial Grand Warden next year?  Don’t reply now, talk it over with your 

wife first”. 

I told my wife what the P.G.M. had said. She replied, “Do it if you want to”.  Well, of course I wanted to.  I phoned the PGM back within 5 

minutes and said, “Yes please”. 

In 2000 I was appointed Provincial Grand Junior Warden. 

Part two, the next Century, 2000 and onwards, might be published in a future edition of Marking Time. 



W Bro Norman Rundle 

I followed my late father into Freemasonry by joining St Martin’s Lodge no 510 in June 1989, working through the offices to become WM in 

2001. This is the first year that I haven’t held an office in St Martins I was secretary for 10 years. In the Craft degree I am a member of       

Cornish Links no 9481, the Golfing Lodge, currently secretary. I am also a member of Cornish Ashlar no 9446 ‘Daytime Lodge of the East’ was 

WM for 2016-2018 

I joined St Anne’s Mark Lodge in 2010, seven years later became WM on leaving the chair was appointed Secretary, I am also a member St 

Anne’s RAM currently JW. One of the regrets I have in Freemasonry is not joining the Mark Degree before, enjoyable degree.  

Work, I left school 1964 to work on the family farm but in the late 1980s decided that a small family farm would not give a living wage so 

need to find other work to supplement my income. I started my involvement with Duchy College in 1987 starting as YTS visiting officer but 

found my qualifications were not sufficient to progress so took a year out to study Farm Management at Seale Hayne College in Devon.   

Following that I worked 10 years in the waste industry and two years for Estate Agency as an accounts manager. For the last 16 years I been 

involved in land based training and assessment based at the Duchy College currently Head of Centre and Director of CPTC Ltd the City and 

Guild/NPTC assessment centre for Cornwall and Devon. 

 

W Bro Roger Norman P.Prov. G.J.D. 

In October 1976 my father was installed in the Chair of Metropolitan Lodge No 1507. He Called  Off and then Called On and he then           

proceeded to Initiate me. I was then 28 years old. Due to pressures of building up my business, R Norman and Company Insurance Brokers,   

I was not able to progress. My Father realising this did not pressurise me to progress either. By the mid 1980’s I had clients from Scotland 

down to Cornwall and looking into moving my business to Cornwall which I did in 1990. I met W.Bro. Alan Tomkinson who proposed me to 

join St Anne’s Craft Lodge No 970. Then he recommended that I join Edward the Black Prince Lodge of M.M.M. in 1995 and Caradon Chapter 

No 8543 in 2003. During this time I had also joined St George’s Lodge No 7953. Due to business pressure I was unable to progress much in 

any Order. Then in 2006 I was approached by and subsequently sold my business to another Insurance Broker. I was 58 years old and retired. 

Now I had time to expand in Freemasonry, over the next 3 years or so I went into various other orders: Royal Ark Mariner, Secret Monitor, 

Scarlet Cord, Rose Croix, Allied, Knights Templar and Knights Malta, Royal and Select, St Thomas of Acon and Athelstan. I was also a Founder 

of St Anne’s Royal Ark Mariner No 379 and Athelstan Court of St Germans No 97. 

I also had time to progress going through the Chair in Craft, Chapter, Mark, Secret Monitor, Knights Templar and Knights Malta, St Thomas of 

Acon and Athelstan.   

Spotlight on! 
St Anne’s Lodge No315 (continued 

The Two Knights of the Province! 

Sir Bevil Granville. 

There were two Sir Bevil Grenville’s. The first, spelt with an ’e’ lived from 1594 – 1643 He was lord of the manors of Bideford in Devon and 

Stowe in the parish of Kilkhampton in Cornwall. He was a royalist commander in the Civil War. He was killed in action in heroic                 

circumstances at the Battle of Lansdown in 1643. He served as M.P. for the County of Cornwall from 1621 – 1625 and 1640 – 1642, and for 

the Borough of Launceston from 1625 – 1629 and 1640.  

The Grenville family changed its name to Granville in 1661 to emphasize its supposed origins at Granville, Normandy. 

I’m assured that our Mother Lodge in Bude is named after Sir Bevil Granville 1665 – 1706. Sir Bevil was the eldest son of Bernard Granville 

(1631 – 1701) who was the 4th son of Sir Bevil Grenville mentioned previously. Sir Bevil Granville was educated at Trinity College, Cambridge 

and was awarded Master of Arts. He then obtained a commission in the regiment of foot nominally commanded by his uncle, John        

Granville, 1st Earl of Bath. He received the honour of knighthood from King James ll. He was engaged in military action in the Low Countries.  

In December1693 he came over from Flanders, waited on King William lll, of whom he seems to have been a favourite, and gave him an 

account of that country. In January 1694 he was gazetted to the colonelcy of the regiment of the Earl of Bath, and joined it in Flanders. In 

June1695 he fought a duel with Henri Nompar de Caumont, Marquis de Rade, a French Huguenot exile and Colonel of the 6th Foot, later the 

Royal Warwickshire Regiment. de Rade died of his wounds shortly afterwards. 

On March 21st 1695/6 he was appointed by the King as Governor of Pendennis Castle in Cornwall. At the end of May he re-embarked for 

Flanders, where again he got into trouble, ‘being accused by several officers of illegal practices in his regiment’. A court martial however, 

acquitted him. In June 1698 his regiment was ordered to Ireland 

In May 1702 Granville accepted the Governorship of Barbados with a salary of £2000 per annum, but did not set sail for the colony until 

March 1703. He had scarcely settled when he fell dangerously ill of a fever which spread across the island. Later, some of the planters    

complained to the Privy Council of his tyranny and extortion. After a full hearing on 20th July 1705Granville was ‘honourably acquitted’, but 

it was deemed politic to recall him in the following year 1706. He died at sea on his passage home from Barbados in September/October 

1706. He was unmarried. By his will he left his estates to his brother, George Granville, later created Baron Lansdown.  



The Two Knights of the Province! (continued) 

Sir Alfred Robbins. 

Sir Alfred was born on 1st August 1856 to Richard and Mary (nee Farthing) Robbins. His father was a shoemaker and town councillor       

running a successful business in Broad Street, Launceston. 

Sir Alfred married Ellen Pitt of Hitchin, Herts. On 22nd April 1881. Together they had five children. 

When he left school Alfred started work as a chemist, but his mind was drawn to journalism, and he would spend his spare time in the   

offices of two local newspapers. He entered the world of journalism full time in 1879 at the age of 22. He became a well-respected        

journalist as London Correspondent for the Birmingham Daily Post from 1888 – 1923. In 1903 he was Chairman of the London District of 

Institute of Journalists, becoming Vice President in 1904 and President in 1908. From 1911 until his death he was Chairman of the Institute 

Orphan Fund. From 1925 he was Vice President of the Newspaper Press Fund. 

Sir Alfred was a freemason and became President of the Board of General Purposes of the Grand Lodge of England in 1913. In 1923 he was 

made Past Grand Warden and in 1927 Past Grand Warden of the Mark Grand Lodge. He was received at The White House by President 

Coolidge whilst on a mission with freemasonry to the U.S.A. 

In 1917 he was awarded his knighthood. 

Sir Alfred tried to bring a motion in Grand Lodge for the creation of a London Grand Lodge in the early 1900’s but was ruled out of order. 

This prompted a distinguished group of London Freemasons to form a committee to investigate the best form of administration for London 

Freemasonry. To head off any discontent the Grand Master, the Duke of Connaught, announced the creation of London Grand rank in 

1907, the first time London was recognised masonically as an entity. 

Sir Alfred’s perceived influence in the governing of freemasonry in the early years of the 20th century led him to be described as ‘the prime 

minister of English freemasonry’.  

As well as being an authority on Charles Dickens, Sir Alfred was president of the Dickens Fellowship and an author in his own right. 

In October he received the freedom of Launceston, the following is from a local journal of that time: 

“In the presence of the Mayor and a large number of residents Sir Alfred Robbins received yesterday at the hands of Launceston Town  

Council the honorary freedom of his native town…was well deserved as one of Launceston’s most illustrious sons. His father had also done 

much for the town being one of those instrumental in bringing the railway to the town in 1865. Sir Alfred, in happy vein spoke of the joy to 

be back in his native heath”. 

The following is part of an account in a Cornish journal written in March 1920  

“Launceston boy who became a prominent journalist. 

Sir Alfred Robbins, a distinguished Cornishman who has made a name for himself in the world of journalism has been on a visit to his native 

county … being President of the Board of General Purposes of the Grand Lodge of England, he came down with Lord Ampthill and others to 

participate in important ceremonies at St. Ives (consecration of St. Ia Chapter). Sir Alfred said he had settled in London over 40 years ago, 

but owe my birth and training to Cornwall and am still devoted to it. Sir Alfred referred to the constant attention he gives to investigating 

every detail he can learn about the history of my native town”. 

Sir Alfred published a book on the history of Launceston. 

Sir Alfred pointed out that all four of his sons were both journalists and freemasons. 

Death Announcement 10th March1931 

Sudden death of Sir Alfred Robbins. A well-known Cornish journalist and freemason died during the night.  

The newspaper then listed his many accomplishments.  

 

Produced with grateful thanks to W.Bro Peter M. Jones P.P.G.J.W. Secretary of Sir Alfred Robbins lodge No1514. 

Copper or Tin! 

ST.DAY LODGES BALLOT BALLS 

Visitors who come to the Boscawen Lodge No.101 are often interested in the manner in 
which we ballot for an issue, instead of the normal white and black balls usually associated 
with Lodge ballots. The Lodges at St. Day use tin and copper balls! Tin indicating white and 
copper black, they are quite heavy.  
This goes back to the old mining connections of the area, a local mine known as Wheal 
Jane was the last working mine in the area. The mine was opened and closed on several 
occasions in the ever fluctuating world of Tin prices, from the mid 18th century and finally 
closing in 1992. The ballot balls were sourced from this mine and donated to the Tregullow 
Craft Lodge No.1006 by  Joe Bendle. We are delighted to be allowed the privilege of using 
them. 
Alan Odgers, PGSD 
 



A Look Back to Provincial Grand Lodge 1903 
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The Order of The Secret Monitor 
or 

Brotherhood of David and Jonathan 

TProvincial Grand Conclave of Cornwall 
Rt.Wy.Bro.Michael A J Barnard MBE 

 
Provincial Grand Supreme Ruler for the 

Province of Cornwall 
The Order of the Secret Monitor is a Society framed upon the principles of self-sacrifice; of mutual trust,    

watchful brotherly care; of warning in time of danger; solace in time of sorrow; and skilful and effective 

friendly advice in every circumstance of life: Within Craft Freemasonry we are taught, at an early stage, that 

it has for its Principles, ‘Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth’. In no other Order in Freemasonry, other than The 

Order of the Secret Monitor, can there be found a greater emphasis on those fundamental Masonic      

Virtues, or the teaching of those principles. 

Origin of the Degree 

The Order is Dutch in origin believed to have been taken by Dutch settlers to the New world in 1658.     

History tells us that the degree was brought from America to England in 1887 and was originally part of, 

and conferred as part of, the Allied Masonic Degrees. 

Since 1931 the Order has become an order in its own right and has grown in England, Wales and Scotland 

to over 500 Conclaves which also includes India, South Africa and the Caribbean. 

Mark Masons Hall administers the Order and the UK is divided into Provinces each Ruled over by a Provincial Grand Supreme Ruler. 

 

The Friendly Degree 

The Order of the Secret Monitor, or Brotherhood of David and Jonathan is rightly known as the Friendly Degree and is one of the most caring 

degrees in Freemasonry. 

Each Conclave has Four Visiting Deacons who have a similar responsibility to the Almoner of a Lodge. 

They are each assigned Brethren of the Conclave and will keep in contact with those Brethren throughout the year and in cases of difficulty 

will offer assistance and support if required. 

The ceremonies are based on the Friendship between David and Jonathan which can be found in the book of Samuel. 

Conclaves meet three times a year with a Provincial meeting once a year. 

There are three degrees in the Order of the Scarlet Cord. In the first degree the candidate is Inducted and learns about the story of David and 

Jonathan. In the second degree he is admitted a Prince of the Order. 

The third degree is conferred when a Prince is Installed as a Supreme Ruler of a Conclave at which time he is also commissioned to allow him 

to conduct ceremonies in any Conclave. 

The only requirement for membership of the Order is that the candidate must be a Master Mason in good standing and also have that    

essential qualification of a willingness to be ready and responsive to friendship. 

 

Further Information 

If you are interested and would like further information about the Order or the Cornish Conclaves please contact either a Conclave in your 

area 

or 

Provincial Grand Recorder 

Wy. Bro. Trevor Conroy 

Tel. 01326 564190 

Email. cornwallosm@gmail.com 

 

Conclaves within the Province 

 

Duchy Conclave No. 260   Cornubian Conclave No. 274  Brunel Conclave No. 313  

Meeting Liskeard    Meeting Penzance   Meeting Torpoint  

Sec. Colin Adams     Sec. Julian Cardew   Sec. John Redman  

Tel. 01208 873665    Tel. 01736 363195   Tel. 01752 816287  

Email. colin@adams1.plus.com   Email. juliancardew@gmail.com Email. jimmaggsatbpark@btinternet.com  

 

Carrick Conclave No. 317   Pydar Conclave No. 395 

Meeting Helston    Meeting St. Columb 

Sec. Trevor Sutcliffe   Sec. Barry Chalkley 

Tel. 01326 568726    Tel. 01841 540328 

Email. trevorsut@btinternet.com  Email. bang_halali@sky.com  
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Mark Benevolent Fund  
Supporting  Local communities 

And Finally!! 

We hope you have found something     

worthwhile and interesting in this 

edition of Marking Time. 

A special thank you to all those who        

contributed articles and information. 

So we need your support, have you got 

an item that would be of interest to 

others, your other hobby perhaps? 

Your work experiences? Do you do 

quizzes or cross-word puzzles, or   

Sudoku? 

The ideas are endless! 

 

Send your articles to  our Provincial 

Secretary, whose details are at the 

bottom of the page! 

Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark 
Master Masons, Province of 
Cornwall. 

3 Higher Broad Park, Treffry Lane, 

Lanhydrock 

Bodmin, PL30 5AF Phone: 07580 363312    

You will recall that earlier in the year, the Mark Benevolent Fund gave its support to an 

initiative to supply face shields to health care environments across our local communities, 

in Cornwall this has been coordinated by our Assistant Provincial Grand Master W.Bro. 

Peter Furness. The first batch were delivered to groups across the Province and a further 

delivery is due at any time. 

 

If you become aware of a local group in need of support with PPE, please contact W.Bro. 

Peter, whose details are in the Provincial Year book 


